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Overview 

 The aim of the Air Pollution Rules, 2014 (the 
Rules) is to protect human health and the 
environment from the adverse effects of air 
pollution. 
 

 This is achieved by identifying the activities that 
generate air pollutants (i.e. Schedule 3) and by 
setting permissible levels for Point Sources/ Stack 
Emissions (i.e. Schedule 2) and Ambient Air (i.e. 
Schedule 1). 

 

 With priority given to meeting Schedule 1 levels 
[Sub-rule 19(2)]. 
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Overview Cont’d 

 Prior to the current version of the Rules, there were 
several iterations (i.e. 2001, 2005 and 2009, 2013); which 
have undergone internal review and at least two (2) 
versions were subject to Public Comment.  
 

 The Rules were published in the electronic Gazette on 
23rd January, 2015 and were laid in Parliament for 
negative resolution for a period of forty (40) days on 24th 
February, 2015. 
 

 The period of negative resolution expired without 
objection on 08th April, 2015. 
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Process Flow –  

Source Emitter Registration 

 …any owner or operator of a facility which releases 
any substance listed in Schedules 1and 2 in excess 
of the permissible levels or which conducts any 
activity listed in Schedule 3 shall, within six (6) 
months, be required to submit a request to register 
as a source of air pollution and pay the prescribed 
fee [Rule 4 (1)]. 
 

 Any operator or owner who intends to do the 
above must submit the request to register and pay 
the prescribed fee at least ten (10) working days 
before the commencement of the operation 
[Rules4(2)]. 4 



Source Emitter Application Form - Sample 
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Process Flow Cont’d 
 All fees associated with the Rules are prescribed in the Air 

Pollution (Fees) Regulations, 2014 (APFR) and are payable at any 
branch of First Citizens Bank Limited to account number 1183848. 

 

Excerpt from the APFR 
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Process Flow Cont’d 

 The application form must be completed in 
duplicate and submitted along with the proof of 
payment (i.e. a copy of the bank receipt), to the 
Authority. 
 

 Following a review of the application, once the 
Authority is satisfied that all necessary information 
is supplied, the Registrant will be issued a 
Registration Certificate within ten (10) working 
days [(Sub-rule 6(3)]. 

 

 Process flow diagram 
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Process Flow - Permitting 

 After a Registration Certificate has been issued, the 
Authority may require the applicant to obtain a permit. 
There is no time obligation for the EMA to make this determination [(Sub-
rule 9(2)]. 

 

 Following receipt of the permit application and any 
requested further information, the EMA may prioritise 
the consideration of applications [(Sub-rule 13 (2)]. The 

EMA is not obligated by time to start the consideration of any or all permit 
applications. 
 

 However, the EMA must notify the applicant in writing 
when it decides to commence consideration of the 
application [Sub-rule 13(1)]. 
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Permitting Cont’d 

 Ninety (90) working days from the date consideration 
began and upon receipt of any requested information, the 
EMA must notify the applicant of its decision to grant or to 
refuse to grant a permit [(Sub-rule 17(1)]. 
 

 If a determination cannot be made within the specified 
time, then the EMA must notify the applicant in writing 
before the 90 days have passed, providing a date by which 
the determination will be made and giving reasons thereof 
[Sub-rule 17(2)].  
 

 An Air Pollution Permit is valid for a period up to five (5) 
years and must contain the air pollutants permitted to be 
released and the quantity, conditions and concentrations of 
the air pollutants that the operator may release ([Sub-rule 
19(1)].      Process flow diagram  
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Refusal to Grant a Permit 

 The grounds for refusing to grant a source 
emitter registration certificate or a permit are 
found in Sub-rule 7(6) and Rules 15, 16 and 17.  
 

 The two (2) scenarios include: 
  the failure of the applicant to provide any 

information requested by the EMA within the 
specified time (Rule 15) and/or  

 where it has been determined that the emissions 
from the facility in question create a clear and 
imminent danger of acute or chronic effects or harm 
to the environment (Rule 16). 
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Transfers, variations and renewals 

 While the EMA is not obligated to do so, it 
may transfer, vary or renew the permit 
following the submission of the prescribed 
form and fee by the Permit Holder.  
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Suspension, revocation and 

cancellation 

 Subject to Rule 28 (i.e. notify the permit holder, provide 

reasons for its intention and take into consideration 

submissions made by the permit holder), 
 

 The EMA may suspend, revoke or cancel a 
permit based on the stipulations of Rules 26 
and 27 [e.g. where the operator has made a 

misrepresentation or wilful omission in obtaining the permit 
or in any report submitted to the Authority; or where the 
permitted facility has not been in operation for twelve (12) 
consecutive months]. 
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Exemption 
 The EMA may exempt an operator from the requirement to 

hold a permit where it determines that the operator has 
demonstrated to the satisfaction of the EMA that the 
emitter facility has for at least two consecutive years: 

 (a) complied with the terms and conditions of his permit; and 

 (b) not caused the maximum permissible levels of Schedule 1 and 

Schedule 2 to be exceeded.                          [Rule 37(1)]       

 

•Should the operator once again exceed the maximum 
permissible levels of Schedules 1 or 2, he is obligated under 
Rule 10 to apply for a permit.    [Rule 37(2)]  
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Vehicles 

 The Rules do not apply to any operational release from 
vehicles or any release from vehicles used by a 
governmental entity for the purposes of insect vector 
control (Rule 42).  

 

 An operational release as been defined by the Rules 
as “any release of pollutant from a vehicle originating 
from the internal combustion of fuel in the engine when 
used to provide the motive power for the vehicle but 
does not include pollutant releases from activities 
occurring on the vehicle not associated with the 
generation of motive power for the vehicle”. 
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Questions 

16 


